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take over the responsibility of office. We are uncertain
of our programme and poor in personnel. The
National Government are devoid of purpose and
direction, but they can't do any lasting harm and if
they are allowed plenty more rope they will hang
themselves past revival. What must be avoided is
the early return to office of a Labour Government
while our ideas are still unsorted and our leadership
unsure. Therefore, while I go on serving my party
with my customary and indispensable efficiency, I
will indulge in the most crashing indiscretions. The
Tories will quote these against me and they will thus
be assisted to remain in office till the public confidence
in them has rotted completely."
So he perpetrated a number of gaffes, the most
famous of which, by his reference to Buckingham
Palace, made it seem that he and his colleagues did
not trust the Sovereign to remain constitutionally
impartial. There was a period about 1934 when
every speech from the mouth of Cripps was said to
be worth a hundred thousand votes to the Govern-
ment. This conduct did not ingratiate him either
with those members of his own party in the House
who were dreaming of getting the carrot of office be-
tween their teeth or with the Labour candidates for
likely seats who saw his follies compromising their
prospects.
The other Labour men of equal prominence are at a
loss to decide whether he is a great asset or a big
nuisance. The rank and file of the Party admire
but suspect one who is intellectually, financially and
socially so far their superior. He tries manfully
and with total sincerity to establish easy relationships
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